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Foreword

This interview is one of the last —or perhaps the last— given by Nahuel Moreno, who died
in January 1987. In those years, MAS and the Communist Party were the main parties of the left
in Argentina. MAS had a very important insertion among the workers and was well recognised as
Trotskyist.

On 17 January 1986, in a visit to the town of Villa Regina, in the province of Rio Negro,
President Alfonsin delivered a fiery speech attacking both the MAS and the Communist Party and
the leadership of the CGT, which had called for another general strike for a few days later, on 24
January. The next day, the main newspapers in the country — La Nacion, Clarin and Cronica — had
big headlines on their front pages commenting on these events.

The magazine El Periodista was published in Buenos Aires from 1984 to 1989. It had positions
on the left, in defence of democratic rights and rejection of the 1976-1982 dictatorship. Given the
prominence given to MAS by the Radical government’s attack, in February 1986, in Issue No. 75 it
dedicated its back cover to this interview with Nahuel Moreno, which we have reproduced for the
first time in its entirety since then.

Notes are by the editor.
The Editors
August 2021
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NAHUEL MORENO

Nahuel Moreno, leader of MAS, responds to Stubrin

“Not paying the debt is revolutionary”

Far less known by his real name, Hugo Bressano, Nahuel Moreno is the most important —and
veteran — leader of the Argentine Trotskyists. He has been in politics since his early youth, back
in the 1940s, and since then, he was the protagonist of an eventful militancy that has turned him
into a legendary figure, around whom often uncertain stories are woven. Ideologist of “entryism”
to Peronism, in the 1950s, agitator of the Peronist assemblies of the Resistance after 1955, creator
of the Revolutionary Workers Party (PRT) “La Verdad” in opposition to the militarism that gave
birth to the People’s Revolutionary (ERP) in 1970, Moreno is today the undisputed mentor of
the Movimiento Al Socialismo (MAS) and the priest of a current that boasts not only of having
achieved a relevant impact among the factory workers of the Buenos Aires industrial belt but also
of integrating a legion of enthusiasts who work for the world revolution in various latitudes of
Latin America: Uruguay, Colombia, Mexico and Brazil. In his dialogue with EI Periodista, Moreno
ignored utopia, attacked Radicalism,! criticized and at the same time defended the head of the
CGT, Saul Ubaldini? and, against what some might assume, spoke highly of the Communist Party
and the Workers Party.

“The attack by the Radicals on the MAS is totally unfair”, Moreno said, referring to the note by
Radical deputy Marcelo Stubrin published in El Periodista No. 73. He recalled the 1983 electoral
campaign when “we were the madmen of the foreign debt, against all the left parties that said nothing
was happening with this issue, much less Alfonsinism. In a televised debate between Silvia Diaz, the
MAS vice-presidential candidate, and Elva Roulet, the current deputy governor of Buenos Aires, Roulet
said the Radicals had the solution. I think there was not total dishonesty on the part of the Radicals,
they gambled, as Peron did in 1951, to the third world war. They commented the debt would be easily
paid because of the devaluation of the dollar and the fall in international interest rates. It was vulgar
reasoning and I do not think it was a demagogic lie of the Radicals mounted at the service of the IMF but,
in reality, there was no anti-imperialist reasoning, or nationalist, or anything, but a cold calculation like
the one made by all the bourgeois politicians, with which they later hit the wall.”

“The Alfonsinists saw it as easy in the electoral campaign, they did not give importance to the
foreign debt. We were the first to raise the problem when no one did. We were so sure of what we said that
we thought as the president of Uruguay, Jose Maria Sanguinetti, does now when he states that the issue

1 Radicalism: It refers to the followers of the Radical Civic Union (UCR), a traditional bourgeois political party founded
in 1891 and which won the presidency for the first time by the universal male vote with Hipolito Yrigoyen in 1916.
Yrigoyen was overthrown in his second presidency in 1930 by the conservative military coup led by General Uriburu.
Radicalism opposed Peron since the 1940s with pro-Yankee positions. He actively participated in the pro-US coup of
1955 that overthrew Peron. In 1983, its leader Raul Alfonsin won the presidency

2 Saul Ubaldini (1936—2006) was an Argentine union bureaucrat, Secretary General of the CGT between 1986 and
1990. From the small beer industry union, he was linked to the Catholic Church and called 13 general strikes against
Alfonsin,
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of foreign debt will explode this year because the time is approaching when it cannot be paid, the time of
hunger total famine and famine can only reach a certain degree.”

Moreno mentions the attacks of President Raul Alfonsin in Villa Regina and responds: “T have
the impression that the visit of the banker Rockefeller and the protests greatly affected the government in
terms of investment plans because, in the serious press of the United States, news such as street incidents
changes the image of Argentina as a safe and peaceful country where it can be invested. The other aspect
of this same problem is clearer and was even hinted at by the newspapers most closely linked to the
government such as La Nacion or Clarin when they pointed out the danger posed by the growing influence
of the MAS in the factory internal commissions and delegates committees. And I get the impression
that the government secret services must have concluded that our union with the Communist Party is
a serious thing in the trade union movement because we can become more influential. The newspapers
mentioned with concern the situation in Chile and Central America in the sense that a possible invasion
of Nicaragua by the United States could divide the country in two. But this is not fundamental, the
Radical government is concerned about the union issue.”

According to Moreno, Ubaldini “entersinto a plan of the Church for Latin America and especially
for Argentina and Brazil since this Institution needs to build a wall against the revolutionary and left-
wing positions in the labour movement.”

The economic program

“To pay off foreign debt, Argentina has to borrow more and more and the situation becomes
explosive”, Moreno said. “Dollars have to come from somewhere to pay interest to foreign banks and on
this point, there are no secrets: it is the workers who produce goods that are later converted into money
and then used to pay the banks. This is why we agree with Ubaldini, who has shown to have the virtue of
saying forceful phrases, that the first step to solving the economic crisis is to reactivate the economy and
for this, it is necessary to stop paying. Let’s not pay the debt, let’s start producing, let’s end the evasion of
foreign exchange, let’s nationalize the banks and this will allow us to increase production and then we
can discuss with national criteria whether it is paid or not. I am for the position that we should not pay
and I think that the Radicals are the ones who do not have a clear program and who had to improvise.
Their program is to transform Argentina into a 21st century country and this would seem fine to me if
it weren’t for the fact that it is a tragic policy for the workers, who have already lost 20 per cent of their
standard of living in the last year. The Radicals have the plan of almost all the countries of the world that
imperialism imposes on them.”

“Stubrin calls for a serious debate and this means they must respond whether the Argentine
economy can be fixed by paying the debt. We ask the opposite question: if we continue to pay off the
debt, allowing foreign companies to export their profits, opening up the economy again as mandated
by the IMFE, where does the country go? In Argentina, one of the people who speak most candidly is the
ambassador of the United States, who says that capitalists are cowards because they invest only where
they have security and the possibility of greater profits. This is why the whole plan of Radicalism, which
is based on the great centres of the world economy, fails completely. The only positive thing that has been
done is the trade pacts with the Soviet Union. This is positive, but it escapes the Alfonsinist plan and they
have done it because they had no choice, but it is not their policy.”

Moreno maintains that “imperialism, and also Radicalism, have brainwashed us that not paying
the debt is something never seen before, something frightening.” He recalled that the former president of
Colombia, Alfonso Lopez Michelsen was one of the few who recalled that, except for Finland, no other
country ever paid its debt. There is much talk about the German miracle of 1923 but almost everyone
forgets one detail: “that the Germans decided not to pay the debt. Lopez Michelsen had the virtue of
having put things in their place because they have painted us a terrible bogeyman and I think there is
a global-scale bomb more powerful than the atomic bomb and it is the non-payment of Latin American
foreign debt. If our countries do not pay, it is the creditor nations that will have to get on their knees. It is
a revolutionary measure and this is why we have talked about the second independence.”
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Another issue that deputy Marcelo Stubrin introduced to the debate was the low popularity of
the left as a result of the reduced number of votes obtained in the national elections. On this aspect,
Nahuel Moreno commented that “the problem should be analysed the other way around because the
one who began to lose popularity and prestige is the Radical government, which in the last legislative
elections lost half a million votes. It is something similar to what happened with Belaunde Terry in Peru,
who assumed government with an overwhelming majority of votes and came out transformed into a
small party. That is why I believe that Alfonsin’s popularity is not increasing, but rather decreasing.”

“Stubrin also talks about democratic parties,” continues Moreno, “and a Latin American
journalist, Daniel Samper Quijano, said that at this time all nouns have changed. The Americans carried
out terrible bombings in Vietnam and said they were providing logistical support without touching the
civilian population. President Reagan says that we must prepare for another world war against evil
and the American press points out that the space shield is the most pacifist thing in the world. And the
Radicals speak of democratic parties and when they refer to the CP, they point out that it was for decades
but that now it has ceased to be so because it joined us. It is also a phenomenon similar to the change
of nouns because what they call democratic parties are all those who collaborated with the dictatorship
and with the coups d’états, and the authoritarian and coup parties are those who, like us, were always
against the coups d’états.”

(Interview by) Oscar R. Gonzalez and Gabriel Grinberg
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